
Often we are too hurried or self-occupied to hear about what is 
going on below the surface of those we encounter and yet often 
that is the space where there are opportunities for us to support, 
encourage, challenge, and bless. 

Eat - the table is a place where we can remember the goodness 
of God in the gift of Jesus and invite others to join us in a way 
where Godôs goodness breaks into our midst.  Inviting 
neighbors, friends, family, and strangers even to the table 
creates space for us to build relationships and know each other 
in a deeper way. 

Serve  - As we develop relationships with others we will learn of 
ways that God can use us to meet needs, our response should 
be obedience.  We should act in Godôs love and seek to meet 
the need whether it is practical, relational, or spiritual. 

Story - We are called to share the story of God that has so 
blessed our lives so that others can learn of the life giving hope 
that comes through living as disciples of Jesus. 

I see much beauty in the ways that Central loves each other and 
seeks to love others. As we continue to learn together and 
practice blessing others together my prayer is that the light of 
God shines through our church in a way that helps others know 
the goodness that comes from life with God. 

Your Partner in Mission,  

Up Fron t  
In Matthew 5, Jesus teaches his disciples that they are ñthe light 
of the worldò and instructs them to ñlet your light shine before 
others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your 
Father in heaven.ò  Itôs important that we as the disciples of 
Jesus continue to live into this teaching today.  Increasingly it 
seems, the perception of the culture around us is that the 
churchôs light is not illuminating much.  Stereotypical views of 
Christians have gone from being mostly positive decades ago to 
now including words like judgmental, hypocritical, and sheltered. 
I donôt believe these stereotypes fit Central or many of the other 
churches in our city but it is important to consider what our 
coworkers, friends, and neighbors think about when they think 
about the church.  

The question is, how do we let the light the shine through us in a 
way that points others to the gracious love of Jesus?  We have 
often talked about our hope to bless the people and world 
around us.  Over the last few years we have experimented with 
different ways to do this as a church, as Sunday School classes, 
and as individuals.  Much beauty and light has shone through 
following God in this way.  Still there are times when we are not 
real sure what step we can take to bless.  During July we spent 
three weeks talking about practices that help us bless others and 
I want to use this space as a reminder and an invitation to take 
an intentional step toward blessing others in the days ahead. 

Begin with prayer - begin your day, your shift at work, or your 
drive to meet with friends by asking God to use you to bless 
those you encounter in the hours ahead.  Recognize that God 
can use you and that he intends to do so! 

Listen - take time to really listen to the people around you.  
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In worship, we are working our way through the book 
of James.  This letter written to the early church is full 
of rich challenges for the early church that also 
encourage us as the church today to think deeply 
about our own faith.  We will consider what James 
teaches us about the impact of Godôs Word and our 
faith on our everyday lives, the beauty of true wisdom, 
and the virtues of humility and patience.  Beyond 
these topics there is much in James that can 
encourage us and challenge us as we seek to live 
faithfully in the culture in which we find ourselves.  I 

Sunday Focus  

want to encourage you  to study along and engage your 
friends in conversations about what God is teaching you 
through the book of James. 

July 28 - The Working Word - James 1 

August 4 - A Faith that Works - James 2 

August 11 - Wisdom for Today - James 3 

August 18 - Of Grace and Humility - James 4 

August 25 - The Joy of Enduring Patience - James 5 
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ñI am the resurrection and the life. He 

who believes in me will live, even though 

he dies; and whoever lives and believes 

in me will never die."  John 11:25-26 

(NIV) 

In  Chr is t ian Love and Sympathy  

CBC In Brief  

¶ July 17 QBM ðThe congregation approved 

upgrades to  the Springfield HVAC system.  The 

upgrade expense will come from Capital 

Improvement funds and is not to exceed 

$112,415.  The upgrade will include replacement 

of the cooling tower, upgrade  to the HVAC 

automation to improve the system efficiency and 

automation of the seasonal changeovers 

including automation of  the controls for the 

classroom wing air handler, replacement of  

thirteen of the worst fan coil units and necessary 

asbestos abatement. 

   The 6 month contract extension with Jerry 

Phillips was approved.  

¶ Preparation for  the 2014 Budget begins in 

August. 

¶ The 2nd New Berlin Family Fun Day scheduled for 

Saturday, Aug. 3rd at the New Berlin location, from 

4:00 p.m. ï 7:30 p.m.  Numerous games and 

activities will be provided for children of all ages, 

including a bounce house and a dunk tank. Free 

pulled pork sandwiches and hot dogs will also be 

available. 

Volunteers are needed to assist with activities. 
Cookies and/or a cakes are needed (for the cake 
walk.  If you can help in any way, please contact  

Larry Aldag. (cell  416-2904; email 
larryaldag@gmail.com) or the church office (523-
3639). 

Please remember these brothers and 

sisters in Christ: 

Y Family and friends of  Nell Allen, upon 

her death 

 

So exactly what have the Youth been doing 

this summer?   

The new meeting time is immediately 

following the 11:00 Worship until 2:30 pm.  

During this time they explore big difficult 

questions about the Bible with topics 

ranging from dinosaurs to Heaven and what 

happens when we die.  Then there are 

fellowship activities that build relationships 

with other youth and with mentors.  There is 

quite a  variety of activities, such as kickball 

games at the Capitol, a trip to Cold Stone 

for ice cream, a trip to work at Sally's Farm, 

a trip to a Springfield Slider's game, a 

Scavenger Hunt downtown, Laser Tag in St. 

Louis and a day of boating with the 

Harwoods. 

But that isnôt allé. our Youth have also 

been participating in service activities that 

share their love for others.  

¶ They collected items and packed 

"finals survival kits" to send to 
approximately 24 of college students 
prior to their finals week. 

¶ The youth wrote Thank You notes to 

Children's House teachers to show 
appreciation for the important work 
they do 

¶  They participated in the Children's 

Ministry St. Louis trip to the Science 
Center 

¶  Several of the youth are 

volunteering at church and Children's 

House on a daily or weekly basis 

¶ The youth also participated in 

church wide activities parking cars 
at New Berlin during the Sangamon 
County Fair 

¶  They helped out at the water/first 

aid tent during the Fourth of July 
downtown celebration 

 

If you would like to get to know this fine 

group better,  preparing a light lunch and 

joining the youth to share it is a great 

opportunity for interaction!    Donations 

toward the light lunch or providing a lunch 

for the students is also welcome.   

Thanks to Betsy Martin and Maria Wells 

for providing meals!  

CBC Youth ï What are they doing? 
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course of the next two years, Tara and Todd Storch connected 
with four of the five people who now live because of Taylor's gift.  
And through these encounters, the Storches have discovered 
unexpected blessings that are changing countless lives. 
 

 
Passing the Tests of Life  
Have you ever asked yourself, ñWhy is this happening to me?ò  
Often when trouble comes, we wonder what we have done 
wrong.  But in reality, it may be Godôs preparation for the next 
blessing He has for you.  In Passing the Tests of Life,  George 
Davis helps you gain a better perspective on WHY things happen 
the way they do and gives you the keys to overcoming and 
moving on to your next level of promotion and increase. Learn to 
identify: when youôre being tested, who is testing you, why you 
are being tested, and how to pass each test every time! 
 
These books may be found on the New Book rack in the Library.   

Jim Filler  

On behalf of the Library Team 

 

 

New Movie on DVD: Trinity Goodheart  
 
When 12-year-old Trinity Goodheart is visited by an angel who  
leaves her a pendant that belonged to her long-lost mother, Trinity 
concludes that her mother is in danger and needs her help.  What 
ensues is an effort by Trinity to reunite her disjointed family; and in 
the process, she teaches them the value of love, faith and 
forgiveness. 
 
This DVD may be found in the Video Section of the Library.  This 
movie has 4.4 out of 5 stars on Amazon. (2011, Not rated, 80 
minutes) 
 
Taylorôs Gift 
 
A courageous story of giving life and renewing hope by Todd and 
Tara Storch with a foreword by Max Lucado. 
 
In March 2010, thirteen-year-old Taylor Storch's life was tragically 
cut short by a skiing accident.  With only a few minutes to 
consider their options, her grieving family made the life-changing 
decision to donate her organs.  Knowing Taylor's caring spirit, 
they were sure this was what she would have wanted.  Over the 
 
 
 
 
 

CBC CLASSIFIEDS 

 Off The Shel f  

When:  Saturday,  

             August 3 

              4 ð 7:30 pm 

Where: New Berlin 

 

Dunk tank,  Bounce House and games, for all.  

FREEðPulled pork sandwiches, hot dogs and drinks while 

supplies last! 
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¶ Dry erase markers (Resource room; 1st- 3rd 
grade) 

¶ Spiral notebooks and Folders  (Reading room; 
3rd & 4th grade) 

¶ Black Fine tip dry erase markers with built in 
eraser (Kindergarten) 

¶ Electric pencil sharpeners (Kôgarten; 3rd grade) 

¶ Wooden pattern blocks (2nd grade) 
Ticonderoga pencils (3rd and 4th grade) 

¶ Packing tape or painters tape (3rd & 4th grade) 

¶ Folders (3rd & 4th grade) 

¶ Colored copy paper (3rd & 4th grade) 

¶ 3 inch binders  

¶ Flip chart Sharpie markers (1st grade) 

¶ Sharpies (2nd grade; Resource room) 

¶ Dry erase crayons (1st grade) 

¶ Notebooks (2nd grade; Resource room) 

¶ Glue sticks 

¶ Glue bottles ï regular size 

¶ Washable Markers 

¶ Wide ruled notebook paper 

¶ Colored pencils 

As the beginning of the school year draws 

near, we would like to collect items to bless 

Graham Elementary School, The James 

Project, and Central Baptistôs Childrenôs 

House . If you would like, you can participate 

by picking up any of the items on this list and 

leaving them in the Serve World Center. 

Sheila Fite has created 75 Seat Sacks which 

have been requested by the Kindergarten 

and First Grade Teachers.  If you wish to 

make a financial donation to this project, you 

can make a check out to Central Baptist 

Church and put óback to schoolô in the memo 

line. 

Items that have been requested include: 

¶ boxes of Kleenex (all classes and staff offices) 

¶ Large pink erasers (Art room; Kindergarten) 

¶ Calculators (2nd and 5th grade; Resource room) 

¶ Water color paints 

¶ Velcro strips 
Washable ñdotò makers 

¶ Large white or colored construction paper 

¶ Bubbles (big & small) for outdoor & indoor 

¶ Soft books (Toddlers) 

¶ Large crayons ï chunky or jumbo 

¶ Bingo Daubers 

¶ Cotton Balls 

¶ Playdoh 

¶ Command Hooks ï large 

¶ Pens and pencils 

¶ Batteries ï AA 

¶ Highlighters 

¶ Clear Packing Tape 

¶ Masking Tape 

¶ Large handle paint brush 
 

Thank you for your continued support of the 

student and staff at Graham Elementary 

School, The James Project and at 

Childrenôs House.  

WISH LIST FOR  ñBack to Schoolò 

During the spring we met the challenge of buying 20 new books 

for the library Graham. In fact, not only did we meet our goal, we 

exceeded it and bought 35 new books.  These books will have a 

label inside the cover indicating that they were donated by Central 

Baptist Church.  Thank you so much to all of you who donated a 

book or money to purchase a book. 

A big thank you to Sharon Smith for all the material and labor she 

donated in order to create and sell aprons that brought in $1,500 

for the school. 

On this page there are pictures of the May 19 presentation of the 

books and a check from the church to Rita Fieldbinder, Librarian, 

and Kim Siltman, principle at Graham; the flower bed which has been 

re-planted and maintained by Larry Aldag, Mary Alice Barnes and 

Sharon Smith ; and a picture of the refinished floor on the stage at 

the school.  The refinishing of the stage floor was donated by Mr. 

Ralph Brookens , Owner, Brookens Wooden Floors through a 

connection made by Dave Matheson . 

We received a card from Rita that reads: 

ñCentral Baptist Church Members,  On behalf of the 

students of Graham Elementary School, I would like 

to thank you for the many great books you 

purchased for our school We will ENJOY them!     

                                                    Rita Fieldbinderò 

REACHING OUT TO GRAHAM ELEMENTARY  










