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UP FRONT  
As we finally step out of the harshness of winter and into what 
feels like “true” spring, there’s a renewed sense of life all around 
us. The snow days are behind us, and we can once again tend 
to our gardens, take long walks through our neighborhoods, and 
soak in the warmth of the sun. It’s a season that invites us to 
step outside—both physically and spiritually—and pay attention 
to what God is growing.
I want to draw your attention to a few important things 
happening in the life of our church.
First, during our recent business meeting, we introduced the 
idea of launching a new ministry called *Dinner Church* (though 
the name may evolve). The heart behind this ministry is simple: 
we will offer a free meal to our community, and around those 
tables, we will share the stories of Jesus. Our hope is to create 
a space where people who might never walk into a traditional 
church setting can encounter Christ in a meaningful and accessible way. Before we take any next steps, 
we want to ensure this initiative is deeply rooted in prayer. I will be setting a specific date soon for us to 
gather and pray over this ministry.
Second, Leigh and Daniel have been hard at work developing a new church logo. This has been a 
thoughtful and intentional process, and we’re excited to share it with you in the near future. This work 
has come through our Administrative Leadership Team, and if you have any questions or concerns, I 
encourage you to reach out to one of the team members.
Lastly, we are just around the corner from Levitt AMP, and we’re looking for volunteers to help pass out 
hot dogs. But as you know, this is about much more than food—it’s about love in action. It’s an 
opportunity to show kindness, offer presence, and care for people who may be carrying burdens we 
cannot see.
Spring reminds us that new life often begins quietly, beneath the surface, before it ever blooms. Thank 
you for being a church that continues to show up, serve faithfully, and trust God with what is growing 
among us.

With deep love,
Pastor Tony

COMING UP 
5/2 Men’s Breakfast, 8 a.m, 
Merriam Hall 

5/6 Connecting Women, 10:00 
a.m, Weber Lounge

5/16 Men’s Breakfast, 8 a.m, 
Merriam Hall 


Church Office Hours 
8-2:30 T-F


*The Church office is closed 
on Mondays. 


NEWS
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
Kumler Food Pantry
Did you remember to grab an extra can or box of non-
perishable food for the Kumler Food Pantry? Please put it in 
the Serve the World Center and we will get it to the right place! 
Prices for everything are rising and it’s getting harder for some 
in our community to feed themselves or their families. Let’s 
help this church stock their shelves. 
Wednesday Night Dinner Shelter Meals
We provide meals for Contact Ministries through MealTrain. 
Instructions are on the MealTrain web site.  Type this link into 
your browser to sign up: https://mealtrain.com/yoo5gm or call 
the church office at (217) 523-3639 and Rachael will sign you 
up.

NEWS AND NOTES 
A Thank You From Graham School 
Thank you for sharing your blessings with our students and 
families. Your generosity truly makes a difference. We are so 
grateful for your compassionate hearts and unwavering 
support!

Higher Education Financial Aid Form 
Are you a high school senior planning to continue your education at a college or university or a career 
workforce center? Or are you currently enrolled and planning to continue pursuing your degree? 
Central does have a higher education fund for qualifying students. Applicants must be an active 
member of Central Baptist Church at the time of application. 

The amount of each scholarship shall be decided by the amount of funding in the account each year 
and by the number of applicants there are each year. In order to receive an application, please contact 
Rachael Manion at the church off ice at (217) 523-3639 or by emai l ing her at 
rachael@cbcchurchfamily.org. Please return the application to the church office by June 1, 2026. 

James Project (The Closet 1:27)

Thank you all for your generosity in helping foster care children through the James Project’s closet 1:27! 
The name comes from the scripture James 1:27 which calls on us to help the widows and orphans. The 
boxes for your donations were emptied several times as we filled their requested needs. Thank you!!!!!

                     	           	  


                        

BIRTHDAYS 
5/1 Gideon Smith

5/4 Maybelle Hall 
5/5 Cristy Saint 
5/9 Nora Ficke

5/11 Don Vlach 
5/18 Glen Smith 
5/22 Greg Seifert 
5/29 Jennie Alt

5/31 Suzanne Stericker 

ANNIVERSARIES 
5/12 Reg and Judi Mills 
5/29 Gregg and Paula Harwood 

If we missed anyone, let us know at 
rachael@cbcchurchfamily.org


https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/yoog5m
mailto:rachael@cbcchurchfamily.org
mailto:rachael@cbcchurchfamily.org
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NEWS AND NOTES (Cont)                 	 	 	 	 	 


A Prayer For These Days
The Great Depression in the U.S. began with the Oct, 1929 market crash. It was by 1930 affecting 
the whole country. Unemployment was climbing from less than 3 million to 12.5 million. Many banks 
were closed and the lives of many (or most) Americans were seriously affected. It was in this difficult 
climate that Rev. Harry Emerson Fosdick, senior pastor of Riverside Church in New York City, with 
financial support from John D. Rockefeller saw the completion of the new building for the church. The 
$4 million dollar building, modeled after a Gothic French Cathedral, was completed on Oct. 5, 1930 
and on that day the first service was held in the new building. 
Rev. Fosdick had written a new hymn/poem to be used in the dedication of the new building. Title: 
God of Grace And God of Glory. The four verses, written with poetic eloquence, petition for divine 
power, ask for deliverance from the evils that trouble us, plead for help with selfishness and pride, 
and ask for Christlike graces to set men free. All verses end with a brief but powerful prayer. 
Here is an edited version of those endings:
Grant us wisdom. Grant us courage,
For the living of these days,
Grant us wisdom, Grant us courage,
That we fail not man nor Thee. 
In this time of war, political chaos and financial distress for so many, we long for those in positions of 
power to lead more effectively. For such a time this prayer certainly seems more than fitting. When 
we feel totally overwhelmed and powerless, this prayer might bring some relief. 
P.S. The song is in our hymnal, but the original last line, “That we fail not man nor Thee”, has been 
altered. 
Jerry Phillips 

Connected Pairs
How to set healthy boundaries
Boundaries are essential to a healthy relationship. In this article, the folks at Cleveland Clinic share 
thoughts from social worker Karen Salerno, MSSA, LISW-S on the different kinds of boundaries, how 
to develop them, and why they are important. Some tips on setting the boundaries are: 
1. Know what you need. Before you set a boundary, determine what feels right to you and what 
doesn’t.
2. Communicate boundaries directly. It is important to be specific when you relate your boundaries. 
To learn more about boundaries, the types, how to set them, and why they are important, read here.

Blessings,
Stephani Cave, LCPC
ConnectEdPAIRS
217-972-4851
Donna Givens, RN LCPC
618-973-5072
For more information about relationships, follow ConnectEdPAIRS on FaceBook. For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t a n y C o n n e c t E d PA I R S s e r v i c e , p l e a s e v i s i t t h e w e b s i t e 
at www.connectedpairs.com, call, or email the counseling office. 

https://health.clevelandclinic.org/how-to-set-boundaries

